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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a comparative study of the concept of rights according to
John Locke and that in Buddhist philosophical teaching. The researcher classifies the main
issues into three points: (1) the concept of rights according to John Locke; (2) the concept of
rights according to Buddhist philosophy and (3) a comparative study of the rights according
to John Locke and that in Buddhist philosophy

The outcomes of research can be summarized as follows:-

(1) The concept of rights according to John Locke is the basic rights to work
together to achieve social individual benefits for each individual, and is that individuals
should have certain basic general rights:

1.1 Personal and civil rights: - At birth, humans beings have the natural rights
to protect themselves and to be treated equally in society;

1.2 Property rights:- John Locke emphasizes the property rights and believes
that the ultimate aim of human beings should be a single nation to control and protect their
properties;

1.3 Political rights:- This concept concerns political factors: Locke believes

that the politicians should have the rights to use their power to punish wrongdoers from light



punishment to the death penalty in order to control and protect property and the right to use
public power and political administration to achieve social welfare according to natural laws.

(2) The concept of rights according to Theravada Buddhist philosophy deals
with these moral and ethical rights: individual rights:- the rights in personal beliefs, the
rights in life and self-development and the rights in religious freedom.

There are distinctions and similarities between Locke’s concept and the
Theravada Buddhist philosophical one. Both mention human rights and equality for all
individuals from birth, or civil and human rights. Although the Theravada Buddhist
philosophy does not deal with the rights held by the politicians and the governments
directly, it does encourage the principles underlying ideal state politics and governments as
mentioned in various suttas, such as Cakkavattisutta, Dasarajadhamma, and Singalaka. In
Buddhist philosophy, all the Dhammas aim at achieving both worldly happiness and
transcendental one, that is to say Buddhist philosophy deals mainly with rights as they are
related to both types of happiness.

From the research, it is found that the Buddhist philosophy believes that all
human beings who were born in the world possess the state to be in the Buddhahood
already, and that their minds are originally pure. All human beings have the rights to
achieve ultimate truth according to Buddhist philosophy, but their success depends on their
good or bad actions, or their accumulated Kammas. The purpose of holding rights
according to John Locke and Theravada Buddhist philosophy are co-related. The main
purpose of Locke’s rights is to achieve welfare and property and focus on worldly
happiness, whereas the Buddhist philosophy focuses them on happiness for all human
beings who are possessed of Dhammas and ultimate happiness, that is the right to achieve
ultimate Magga and Phala according to Buddhist Teaching, the transcendental ultimate

Nibbana, which is the highest aim in Buddhism.
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“.__.another British philosophy of the seventeenth century,
published his «Treatised of Government” to support the Bloodless

Revolution of 1688. According to Locke in the state of nature men
were free and equal. It was not a lowless state where there is
perpetual war of everyone against everyone, but it was one of peace,
goodwill, mutual assistance and preservation, It is a state of liberty,
but not of a licence, The majority of the people in this state obey the
law of nature and enjoy their natural rights of life, liberty and
property. Every man while enjoying his natural rights respects the
rights of others of others as a matter of duty since his sttitude is
determined by the law of reason-.qs1wazidoalu  Waper, C.L., Political

Thought, (London : The English University Press Ltd.,1967), p.95.
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- Two Treatises on Government

- Essays on The Law of Nature

- An Essay Concerning Human Understanding

- Epistola de Tolerantia or A Letter Concerning Tolerantia

- A Second Letter Tolerantia

- A Thirsd Letter for Tolerantia

- The Reasonableness of Christianity

- Some Thoughts on the Conduct of the Understanding in the search

Of truth

- Some Considerations of the Consequences of the Lowering Interest, and

Raiing the Value of Money

- Short Observations on aPrinted paper, Intituled “For Encouraging

-The Coining of Silver Money in England.
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